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January Board Conference Call Minutes- Draft
Roll Call- Stephanie  
Stephanie called roll with the following Board members present: Ann McCormack, Robin Holz, Arnette Cowan, Linda Simmons, Norma Birckhead, Dustin Melton, Tom Saunders, Sheri Alberti, Deborah Langley, Lynne Torpy and Mary Young. 

Welcome & Agenda Review- Ann
Ann welcomed Board members and reviewed the agenda. 
USDA Update:  No report 
FRAC:  Geri

Geri reported- There is movement on the Appropriation Bill for FY14. All entitlements programs approved for funding. Deal at any minute for the Farm Bill. Nutritional issues are being discussed.  Topics to be discussed at the Conference in March-Reauthorization, Paperwork Reduction Task Force, Nutritional Issues and Procurement. 
Review and Approval of Minutes-Ann
Mary moved, and Arnette seconded, to approve December minutes. Motion approved. 
Treasurer’s Report- Sheri
Sheri reported- Account is set up on QuickBooks.  Information on QuickBooks will include profit and loss statement from last year. Working on reinstating tax exempt status.  Tom moved, and Norma seconded, to approve treasurer’s report.  Motion approved. 
Old Business

Sheri reported- She created membership information in QuickBooks, this will her to email members at large.  Need to update mailing information to new address on all mailing information.  Old address is still listed on membership forms.  Ann will contact Cesar in New Mexico to forward mail. 

Website Updates  
Tom and Dustin reported-   Need to know status of contract with John.  The last payment to John was in October. Sheri and Deborah have a meeting with John. They will discuss his duties and contract.

Dustin volunteered to be point person with John. He will work with John to make sure our website is being maintained.  Dustin will provide website updates report at Board Meetings. 

New Business

Registration - Ann

Ann reported- Registration information for Conference should be on the website by Friday- 01/17/14.  
Deb will verify registration information will be available by Friday in her meeting with John.

Special Events- Tom

Tom reported- No organized activity has been planned, however what to do in St. Louis information will be included in the gift bags. 
Conference- Linda, Lynne and Ann

Linda and Lynne reported- Linda provided a summary of the confirmed speakers.  The new meal pattern requirements will not be released prior to the conference, discuss having Chef Andrea Martin L.L.C. conduct workshop to replace one of the conference workshop.  There is a charge of $4000 for transportation, presentation.  Lynne moved, Ann seconded to accept proposal. Motion carried.

Key speaker confirmation- Ann 

Ann reported- She will continue to follow up with Cynthia Long for confirmation from USDA. 

Speaker gifts and conference bags- Ann and Robin 

Ann and Robin reported- Conference gift bags will be black with a white conference logo.  Will also order pens, paper and pencils.  Estimated order- 225 counts. Speakers will be provided portfolios with logo.  Estimated order for speakers- 40.   No response for donations.
Exhibitors- Arnette and Stephanie

Arnette reported-   Received confirmation from USDA- Team Nutrition to exhibit. Response deadline for exhibitors is March 4, 2014.  Refer all interested vendors to Arnette or Stephanie. 
Message of the Month- Mary 

The message of the month will include conference registration, membership dues, and reminder for exhibitors and invitation for vendors. 

Conference Timeline- Ann
Ann reported- She will follow-up with USDA to write letter of support for conference.  USDA proposed to post letter of support on Partner Web. 

Association Management - Arnette
Arnette reported – She provided a summary of her research on association management firms. This topic will be discussed at the conference.  Arnette will continue her research and plans to network in Washington.

The next conference call has been rescheduled to February 13, 2014 at 1:30 ET.        
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